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EDITORIAL. 

LESSONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

THE World's International Congress on Tuberculosis has come and 
gone, and it only remains to garner the lessons and spread the truths 
which this great concourse of earnest students and practical reformers 
has formulated. This notable and inspiring gathering has abundantly 
demonstrated the realities of the anti-tuberculosis campaign. Dele- 
gates came from the uttermost parts of the earth, and exhibits 
i11ustrative of means and methods used in the warfare were sent by 
many nations. Reports of this conference of war against the common 
foe of humanity have been published in all the languages of civilized 
people. New weapons have been provided for the conflict, and the 
combatants have been invigorated by knowledge and courage. It is 
true no outstanding discovery of far-reaching scientific import was 
announced, and no reconstruction of fundamental principles was 
attempted ; but new motives and fresh incentives for a more energetic 
and scientific continuance of the battle were revealed, and will, if we 
mistake not, exercise directing and driving force even among the most 
apathetic and neglectful of peoples. One fact of the utmost value has 
been rendered perfectly clear by this representative cosmopolitan 
gathering, and that is that in the world-wide struggle with tubercu- 
losis all elements in every conlmunity must unite and loyally work 
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sagaciously and sympathetically. The medical aspects of the problem 
must necessarily always be prominent, and all responsible for scientific 
investigation, prevention, and arrest of the disease should ever be 
in the van. But the Washington Congress has indisputably shown 
that an anti-tuberculosis campaign can only be effectively conducted 
when there is union of all forces. One of the most conspicuous 
features of the recent gathering in America was the combination of 
men of science with hard-headed, clear-thinking men of affairs, both 
seeking to secure a better understanding of the hygienic, social, 
industrial, and economic aspects of the tuberculosis problem. 

It is remarkable what has been accomplished by our wealthy, 
enthusiastic, and practical cousins in the United States, and also by 
such comparatively sparsely populated and far from wealthy countries 
as Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Switzerland, and the Netherlands, by 
the adoption of a popular propaganda. In America, particularly, a 
broad-minded policy has been adopted whereby the sympathetic 
assistance has been obtained, not only of the wealthy and informed, 
but even of the poor and ignorant, and with such a rich measure of 
success as is surprising, and augurs well for the future. 

This country has urgent necessity to consider the lessons which 
America and other progressive nations in this great Congress and 
Exhibition on Tuberculosis at Washington have placed so clearly 
before the whole world. The time has arrived when throughout the 
British Empire all forces seeking and striving for the arrest of tuber- 
culosis should unite to secure a thoroughly progressive national 
movement. It is only by co-operation and co-ordination of all the 
best influences in the country and throughout our dominions overseas 
that the inertia and opposition of indifference, ignorance, and cliquism 
can be effectively and permanently Overcome, and the beginning of 
a real advance attained. 

W e  of the British Isles are slow to move, but leaders in every 
branch of service struggling for human betterment are alive to the 
pressing need for a national anti-tuberculosis movement, and we 
understand steps are to be taken without delay, so that the greatest 
lesson of the last International Congress on Tuberculosis may not be 
lost to this country and its people. 


